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July 30, 1979

To: All Courty Welfare Directors Ietter No. 79-19
MEDI-CAL COVERAGE QF ABCRTICNS

The 1979-80 Budget Act limits Medi-Cal funding for abortions pexrformed
after August 15, 1979.

A Medi-Cal vrovider bulletin is being released in the immediate future
outlining the circumstances under which Medi-Cal will pay for abortions.

In the interim, provider inquiries should be referred to the local Medi-Cal
field office. Please refer to Attachment A for a listing of these offices.
Baneliciaries requesting information on abortion coverage should be informed
of the circumstances under which Medi-Cal will pay for abortions (see Attach-
ment B) and advised to contact their physicians if they have additional

questions.

As these new limitations represent a reduction in benefits, it 1s necessary
to provide all current eligibles with Notices of Action. Attached is a

copy of the stuflfer nobtice (Attachment C) which will be distributed to bene-
ficiaries with the August Medi-Cal cards, produced via the CID system.
Persons enrolled in prepaid health plans will also receive a copy of the
attached notice.

The county welfare departments shall provide a copy of this Notice of
Action to any beneficiary to whom the county issues a Medi~Cal card for
the month of August. A supply of the notice will be mailed to each
county with ihe August "Transaction Code 5" Medi-Cal cards. Additional
supplies may be ordered through the Department's warehouse. As there is
no form number on the stuffer, the supply requisition (HAS 1390) should
indicate that the "ABORTION STUFFER NOTICE OF ACTION" is being requested.

The Budget Act restrictions do not affect a child's right to apply for
minor consenl services under California Administrative Code, Title 22,
Section 50147.1. It also does not affect a woman's right to obtain an
abortion. 'MMe new law only limits the Medi-Cal funding of abortions.




A1l County Welfare Directors -2- July 30, 1979

Elease direct any questions regarding this letter to your Medi-Cal field
representative.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

Barbara V. Carr for

Doris Z. Soderberg, Chief(]

Eligibility Branch
Attachnents

cc: Medi-Cal liaisons
Medi-Cal Field Representatives

Expiration Date: January 31, 1980

ml s



Attachment A

MEDI-CAL FIELD SERVICES OFFICES

Medi~Cal Field Office - Fresno
3374 East Shields Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

(209) 488-5614

Medi-Cal Field Office -~ Modesto
1700 McHenry Avenue

68 McHenry Village

Modesta, CA 95350

(209) 526-9404

Medi-Cal Field Office - Sacramento
2424 Arden Way

Building D, Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95825

(91¢) 920-6865

Medi-Cal Field Office - Santa Barbara
3704 State Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

(805) 682-2452

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Diego
6153 Fairmont Avenue

San Diego, CA 92120

(714) 237-7431

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Jose
111 North Market Street

San Jose, CA 95113

(408) 277-1751

Medi-Cal Field Office - Los Angeles
107 South Broadway

Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 620-4945

Medi-Cal Field Office - Redding
2400 Washington Boulevard

Suite 220

Redding, CA 96001

(916) 246-6234

Medi-Cal Field Office ~ San Francisco
100 Mission Street

9th Floor

San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 557-2770

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Bernardino
606 East Mill Street

San Bernardino, CA 92408

(714) 383.4192

Medi-Cal Field Office - Oakland
508 16th Street, Room 515
Qakland, CA 94621

(415) 464- 1388

Medi-Cal Field Office - Santa Rosa
2800 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 9
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

(707) 542-6344



Attachment B

CHANGES IN MEDI-CAL IFUNDED ABORTIONS

As a result of the 1979-80 Budget Act, the circumstances under which Medi-Cal
will pay for an abortion after August 15, 1979 areseverely restricted.

Under previous policy, the Medi-Cal program covered all abortions regardless
of the medical basis for the procedure. Effective August 16, 1979 Medi--Cal
will fund only those abortions which end pregnancies endangering the woman's
life or health, or are likely to resalt in the birth of an abnormal child, or
which result from rape, unlawful intercourse, or incest. The exact conditions

and circumstances are:

1.

The life of the pregnant woman would be endangered if the fetus were
carried to full term.

The pregnancy is ectopic.

The pregnancy results from an act of forcible rape punishable under
Section 261 of the Penal Code, provided:

a. the act has been reported within 60 days to an appropriate law
enforcement agency or a public health agency which further reported
the act to an appropriate law enforcement agency within three
working days.

b. The abortion occurs no later than the first trimester.

The pregnancy results from an act of incest punishable under Section
285 of the Penal Code, provided:

a. The act has been reported to an appropriate law enforcement agency
or a public health agency which further reported the act to an
appropriate law enforcement agency within three working days.

b. The abortion occurs no later than the second trimester.

The pregnancy results from an act of unlawful sexual intercourse punish-
able under Section 261.5 of the Penal Code, and the pregnant woman is
undzr 18 years of age at the time of the abortion, provided:

a. The pregnant woman's parent or guardian, or if none, an adult of the
pregnant woman's choice is notified at least five days prior to the
abortion by the physician who performs the abortion. Approval of
the person notified is not required as a condition of coverage.

b. HNotification shall include the name of the pregnant woman, the fact
that an abortion is to be performed and the fact that consent of
the person notified is not required.

¢. The pregnant woman is informed that such notification is a condi-
tion of coverage for abortion services.



d. The pregnant woman consents to the report.
¢. The abortion is performed no later than the first trimester.

6. It is determined by prenatal studies limited to amniocentesis, fetal
blood sampling, fetal angiography, ultrasound, x-ray, or maternal blood
exanination that the pregnant woman is likely to give birth to a chilad
with a major or severe genetic or congenital abnormality due to the pre-
sence of chromosomal abnormalities, neural tube defects, biochemical
diseases, hemoglobinopathies, sex-linked diseases, or infectious pro-

cesnaS.

7 It is certified under penalty of perjury by two physicians, one of whom,
where practicable, is a specialist in the affected medical discipline
that if the pregnancy were carried to term, severe and long-lasting
physical health damage to the pregnant woman would result on account of

conditions such as:
Toxenmia High Blood Pressure with
Renal Complications

Renal Failure
High Blood Pressure with

Unilateral. Kidney Previous Cardio-Vascular
Accident
Addisons Disease
Congestive Cardiac Failure

Severe Neuromuscular Disorder

DEFINITTONS

Ectopic: the development of a fertilized ovum ocutside of the uterus.

Appropriate law enforcement agency: an agency charged under applicable law
with enforcement of the general penal statutes of the United States or of

any stabte or local jurisdiction.

Public Health Agency: a governmental agency which provides health or medical

services,except that agencies whose principal function is the performance of abor-
tions are excluded from this definition; or a rural health clinic.

Trimester: a period or term of three months.




: Attachment C

L4

LEDI-CAL NOTICH OF ACTION - REDUCTION N RENEFITS

Mod: Cal users are hercby wniormed that cfi=chive August 1G, 1972 th. ahortioha that Aadi-Cal can pay {or will be
sharply reduceti under a now Staid lavs Basmcelly, after Aunust 15, Fied .al 'l 'und only those aporuions which end
preqanancics that are ectoine endangar tha woman's Lfe on health, are hie'y 10 resuitan the birth of an abnormal
chuld, e winich -esutt from rape, unlawlul nercourse or INcest {Tho »»act conthions are hisied below |

if you et. dunicd Fed Cal cover=-e far an aboroan ket you thirh sbhou'd be covered under this lav' you have the
right 19 i opeal the dnrmial by requosting a heanng Snould you reguest a hzanng iech Cal cannat pay tur ihe aboruon
unul after the hearng, ang then onby af the Lacsion (s your fuvor To request o heaning wrie 1o the Qffice ol the
Chie{ Releree, 744 P Street, Sacrgrnento, CA 95514 or call B00-952-52.3 {toli free) wathin one year of the denial

ABORATIONS [ L1JDED BY MIDI-CAL AFTER AUGUST 15, 1979

*Where pregnancy endanzers the woman's ife  *When the pregnancy 15 eciopc *Where two doctors huve ceruhed
thot the woman wouid sufier sevese and 1ong lasting physical hatn if the pregnancy v 2re not terminatea "Where
certnn mechcal ests showe the endd would have 3 maor or severa genelc or congenital abnornaliy * Y hrough the
thiredd munth ol pregnancies 1csuling figm forciv'e rep2 which vws nzoried sthin 60 days to police or pubhic health
agrney whith reporied i1 e pelee *Through the thard monih of proenancics resulting frgm untaw{u! intercourse,
whure the woman s under 18 gud her parent or guarthian 1s notfied £ ve noys bafore the 2boruon * Through the sixth
maoath of pregnancies resuiting from incest reparten (v police or pLLs ¢ heatth agency which reporied 1t to police.
Tt doos not linut your nght 10 have on aboruion, it only limits the auoruons that can be paid for by Mach Cal

Department of Health Services

NO1ICIA DE ACCION DE MEDL-CAL — REDUCCION DE BENEFICIOS

[.os :un-.umudm‘rs e Mo Cal <on por to pregente mformados cee siccono Aqosto 16 1979, los abortes que Med Cal
puciia B ar socdn rerlucide s sguiderenie ban Ly numa ey del Este'o Casicamentu dusnuts, de Agosto 15, Medi-Cal
proceltre fondos solaraente 3 aqueilos nuorlos auc Werrmenaran embaresos que sLan ;:cr.'.-ulco:' ponmunido L-"'r.‘:r‘llqro la
vida o la salud de la mujer, o progatderente resule en gl nacimienta ue un miéo anormal © Que resully de viotacthn
sexualmronte, releciongs $2-ues O INCesius licitos [Lds condicianes exactys estdn hstadas abajo | '

S, a usted le es neqada la cobertusa e Meds Cal por un ghor to gue usied

] € q 2riuid e mense dube ser cubserto bajo estal Ut
tiene el delle-..iw e apelar 1a negactdn solicnznidy una Ludiencia Si ustugt 501 €11 UNa audiencia Ml.dleClaal re‘:, rtl'-::lfr-”l
pagar por ¢l ghorto hasla desoies d2 13 audizncie, ¥ entonces solamenie §11a aecrsidn esta en su lavor Fara solicitar
und andientia escnba o la Ofiwna drt Jefe de Arlntos 1O1 hice of Chief Huleree] 744 P Swre=t, Sacramenio, CA 95814
o llame @l nmcro yratuiio £00-952 5263 dentro de un afio de la negacidn, e ’

ABOHRTOS FROVLIDOS POR MEDI-CAL DrSiULs DE AGOSTO 15, 1979
|I§h;rl:dcl."lﬁltl$lr:-::ll?(:az'n ‘pclmu.- en ‘neln'_;'n la vida tie la nueer *Dande el embarazo sea ectdpico. * Donde dos mEdices
g FLt e iy t’u‘t : mugdr sutaia severo pelimo tisico 5+ ¢l embararo no fuera ternunado " Donde curtrs
torier res '&:I":‘?;‘;;';\_'t;..sut.rl-lq-ng .-ldmno I:u.-:n-n[una abnormalirdas ora.e ornélco severo, © congénito *Durant. &

5 = T A70 rnsullando de violaciéia forzacia 1a cual fue 1.00! 1304 Uk { [ 3
) 2 ; ) E i eniro de GO dfes ata policfo o ala
?33333 dF{ sahfd _p.ml-ca ia cuul reporto a la pohicia 'Durantd ¢! teicer mes dal embarazo rcs:;lando r:.I‘: relacones
'hu:;n-'u:l j::;_;c-‘o:;:-: I;err\:!'!."lr‘;r;\ baie 18 ar}as ¢ sus padres 0 guardiin sean notifizacios cunco dias antes del ehorto
L] = r " y .
b v 520 resuitando de ncesios reiatados @ 1a pohicifa o a 1a azencia de salud pablica la

E+10 no Linnta su derrcho a tener un aborto, solo hinita 10s abortos que puedan ser pagados por Med Cal.

Departamento de Satud de Servicios
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